
 
 
 

AGENDA 
BLOOMINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION         

 REGULAR MEETING, 
THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016, 5:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 
109 EAST OLIVE ST. 

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIRPERSON   
      
2.  ROLL CALL BY RECORDING SECRETARY 
 
3.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 A public comment period not to exceed thirty (30) minutes will be held during each 
Board and Commission meeting, as well as all regularly scheduled City Council meetings, 
Committee of the Whole meetings, meetings of committees and/or task forces (hereinafter 
“committees”) created by the City Council, work sessions, and special meetings of the City 
Council. Nothing herein shall prohibit the combination of meetings, at which only one public 
comment period will be allowed. 

Anyone desiring to address the Board, Commission, Committee or City Council, as 
applicable, must complete a public comment card at least five (5) minutes before the start time of 
the meeting. Public comment cards shall be made available at the location of the meeting by City 
staff at least 15 minutes prior to the start time of the meeting. The person must include their 
name, and any other desired contact information, although said person shall not be required to 
publicly state their address information. If more than five individuals desire to make a public 
comment, the order of speakers shall be by random draw. If an individual is not able to speak 
due to the time limitation and said individual still desires to address the individuals at a future 
meeting of the same type, said individual shall be entitled to speak first at the next meeting of the 
same type. (Ordinance No. 2015-46)) 
  
4.  MINUTES: 

Consideration, review and approval of minutes of the February 18, 2016, regular meeting of 
the Bloomington Historic Preservation Commission. 

 
5. REGULAR AGENDA: 
 

A. BHP-03-16. Consideration, review and approval of the application submitted by Nancy 
Sultan requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for North Chimney Repairs to the 
property located at 4 White Pl, c. 1909, 4-Square Colonial Revival Style.  
 

B. BHP-04-16. Consideration, review and approval of the application submitted by Nancy 
Sultan requesting a Funk Grant for $1450 for North Chimney Repairs to the property 
located at 4 White Pl, c. 1909, 4-Square Colonial Revival Style. 
 

 



6.  OLD BUSINESS:   
 
 

7.  NEW BUSINESS: Information only and general discussion regarding Ramaker and 
Associates Request for Section 106 Consultation Comments 1201 E. Bell Street.  
 

 
8.  ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
For further information contact:           
Katie Simpson, City Planner        
Community Development Department 
115 E. Washington Street, Bloomington, IL   61701 
Phone (309) 434 -2226  
E- mail:   ksimpson@cityblm.org 



MINUTES 
BLOOMINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING  
THURSDAY, February 18, 2016, 5:04 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL    
109 E. OLIVE ST., BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ms. Graehling, Mr. Williams, Mr. Elterich,  

Ms. Bailen 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Mr. Sturgeon 
OTHERS PRESENT:      Mr. Tom Dabareiner, Community Development Director 
 Ms. Katie Simpson, City Planner 
 
CALL TO ORDER:    Vice Chairman Williams called the meeting to order at 5:04 P.M. 
ROLL CALL:             Mr. Dabareiner called the roll. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
 
ELECTION OF CHAIR: Ms. Graehling nominated Mr. Williams for Chariman; seconded by 
Mr. Elterich. The motion was approved by a vote of 4-0 with the following votes cast in favor 
on roll call: Ms. Graehling-yes; Mr. Elterich-yes; Ms. Bailen-yes; Vice Chairman Williams-yes. 
 
Chairman Williams nominated Ms. Graehling for Vice Chair; seconded by Ms. Bailen. The 
motion was approved by a vote of 4-0 with the following votes cast in favor on roll call: Mr. 
Elterich-yes; Ms. Bailen-yes; Ms. Graehling-yes; Chairman Williams-yes. 
 
There was general discussion about the two mayoral nominees to fill the two vacant positions. 
 
 
MINUTES: The Commission reviewed the minutes from the October 15, 2015 meeting. Ms. 
Graehling noted a scrivener’s error change on page noting it should read the future meeting as 
May of 2016, not 2015. Mr. Elterich moved for approval of the minutes as amended; seconded 
by Ms. Bailen. The motion was approved by a vote of 4-0 with the following votes cast in favor 
on roll call: Mr. Elterich-yes; Ms. Bailen-yes; Ms. Graehling-yes; Chairman Williams-yes. 
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA:  
 
BHP-01-16. Consideration, review and approval of the application for the application 
submitted by Jeff and Tara Henry requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for 1) 
restoration and repair of west porch, 2) elevation of screened porch to corner to remedy 
rain water misdirection which is resulting in drainage problems for the Adlai E Stevenson 
II house, Prairie (Arthur Pillsbury, architect), c. 1900, located at 1316 E Washington 
Street.  
Chairman Williams introduced the first case but inquired as to the ability to vote on the case 
because he is the contractor for the petitioner, or whether the Commission could only hear the 
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case then vote next month. Mr. Dabareiner concluded that he could vote present and maintain the 
quorum of appointees required by code, and upon obtaining the other three votes, the cases could 
move affirmatively forward.  Chairman Williams asked for the staff report. Mr. Dabareiner 
introduced Ms. Simpson as the new City Planner; after a brief review of her background, she 
provided the staff report. Ms. Simpson discussed both this case and BHP-02-16 together because 
they relate to the same property. She described the proposed work and recommended in favor for 
both the COA and the Funk Grant request. 
 
Tara Henry made herself available for questions. Ms. Bailen asked about the condition for 
reversibility of the railing. Ms. Simpson noted that it was not part of the original design so this 
condition allows it to be removed it the future to achieve compatibility if desired. Mr. Elterich 
does not believe the location of the railing is a critical concern as long as it can be removed, but 
the point still needs to be made. Ms. Graehling asked about the step count, identifying four, and 
questioning whether it should be five; Chairman Williams clarified it may need five steps 
because of the height to meet code. Chairman Williams noted that some shingle repair work 
should not be included; Ms. Graehling asked if the new total cost figure would go down to about 
$5,500.00. After some discussion, Ms. Henry concurred. 
 
Ms. Henry explained that she is acquiring the material from salvaged materials and she brought 
in sample for the spindle and posts. The Commissioners reviewed the materials. Ms. Henry 
sought to clarify how many spindles were needed; Chairman Williams indicated enough so that 
the spindles were no more than four inches apart. 
 
Mr. Elterich moved for approval of Case BHP-01-16; seconded by Ms. Bailen. The motion was 
approved by a vote of 3-0-1 with the following votes cast in favor on roll call: Mr. Elterich-yes; 
Ms. Graehling-yes; Ms. Bailen-yes; Chairman Williams-present. 
 
BHP-02-16. Consideration, review and approval of the application for the application 
submitted by Jeff and Tara Henry requesting a Funk Grant for 1) restoration and repair of 
west porch, 2) elevation of screened porch to corner to remedy rain water misdirection 
which is resulting in drainage problems for the Adlai E Stevenson II house, Prairie (Arthur 
Pillsbury, architect), c. 1900, located at 1316 E Washington Street. 
 
Mr. Elterich asked if the funds were available for award of the Funk Grant; Mr. Dabareiner 
stated yes. Mr. Elterich moved for approval of Case BHP-02-16, as amended to $5,500 total; 
seconded by Ms. Bailen. The motion was approved by a vote of 3-0-1 with the following votes 
cast in favor on roll call: Mr. Elterich-yes; Ms. Bailen-yes; Ms. Graehling-yes; Chairman 
Williams-present. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Mr. Dabareiner noted the item listed in the agenda was accidently carried over from the last 
meeting and no additional discussion is needed. 
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Chairman Williams stated that the Commission is supposed to hold meetings every month 
whether or not there are agenda items for discussion in accord with state historic preservation 
requirements. 
 
There was extensive general discussion about the downtown hotel proposal. Chairman Williams 
stated he would like the Commission to be involved, as may be appropriate. Mr. Dabareiner 
indicated that the proposal remains a concept at this point, but given its location this Commission 
would have some review role. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Elterich made a motion to adjourn; Ms. Graehling seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 5:34 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tom Dabareiner AICP 
Community Development Director 
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REPORT 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON 
REPORT FOR THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MARCH 17, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: TYPE: SUBMITTED BY: 
BHP-03-16  
BHP-04-16  
 

A Certificate of Appropriateness and $1450 Funk 
Grant application for Chimney Repairs to 4 White 
Place   
 

 
Katie Simpson 
City Planner 

 
REQUEST: A Certificate of Appropriateness and $1450 Funk Grant application for repairs to 
the north chimney at 4 White Place  
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Owner and Applicant: Nancy Sultan  
 
PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Existing Zoning:  R-1C, Single Family 
Residential with S-4 Historic Overlay  
Existing Land Use: Single-family home 
Property Size: 7,500 
PIN: 14-33-480-023 

Historic District: National Register and 
White Place Historic District  
Year Built: 1909 
Architectural Style: 4-Square Colonial 
Revival 
Architect:  

 
SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USES 
Zoning  
North:  R-1C, Single Family Residential     
South: R-1C, Single Family Residential w/ 
S-4 Overlay  
East: R-1C, Single Family Residential  
West: R-1C, Single Family Residential  
 

Land Uses 
North: Single family homes  
South: Single family homes 
East: Single family homes 
West:  Vrooman-Scott House, Bed and 
Breakfast

 
Analysis: 
Submittals 
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Community 
Development Department. 

1. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
2. Application for Funk Grant 
3. Proposed budget 
4. Site Photos 
5. Site Visit 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
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The subject property is located within the White Place Historical District. The property is 
designated with the S-4 Historic and Cultural District Overlay.  The property owner is proposing 
to repair the north chimney. Repairs include: 

• Tuck-pointing of brick;  
• A new concrete chimney cap;  
• Waterproof membrane to go under new cap 
• Flue liner caulked to new cap 
• Brick cleaning  

 
Analysis 
The proposed repairs shall be completed in accordance with the architectural review guidelines. 
Tuck-pointing on the north chimney should match the existing brickwork and an appropriate 
cement-lime mortar should be used. The petitioner is proposing to clean the brickwork with a 
chemical cleaners. The petitioner should not pressure-wash or sandblast the masonry work. The 
petitioner is requesting $1450.00 to cover the costs of the project. The Funk Grant reimburses for 
half of the costs of the project, therefore the petitioner should be awarded $725.00 for this 
chimney repair.   
 
Action by Historic Preservation Commission:   
 
FINDINGS OF FACT: 
For each Certificate of Appropriateness and/or Grant awarded the Historic Preservation 
Commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to any design 
guidelines in the ordinance designating the landmark or historic district:  

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a property 
that requires minimal alteration of the building, structure, or site and its 
environment, or to use a property for its originally intended purpose; the standard is 
met.  

2. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site 
and its environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic 
material or distinctive architectural feature should be avoided when possible; the 
applicant proposes to repair not replace the chimney, therefore the standard is met.  

3. All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of their own 
times. Alterations that have no historical basis and that seek to create an earlier 
appearance shall be discouraged; the proposed repairs agree with the existing features 
of the chimney and property. The standard is met.  

4. Changes that may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history 
and development of a building, structure or site and its environment. These changes 
may have acquired significance in their own right, and this significance shall be 
recognized and respected; the materials used shall match the existing brick, as much as 
possible, in color, texture and type. The standard is met.  

5. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize a 
building, structure, or site shall be treated with sensitivity; the standard is met.  

6. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever 
possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the 
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material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture and other visual 
qualities. Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based 
on accurate duplication of features, substantiated by historic, physical or pictorial 
evidence, rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different 
architectural elements from other buildings or structures; Use cement-lime mortars 
appropriate to the type of masonry to be tuck-pointed.  

7. The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest means 
possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage the historic 
building materials shall not be undertaken; Masonry shall not be sandblasted or 
cleaned with high-pressure water blast. The petitioner is proposing a chemical cleaner, 
weather permitting.  

8. Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archeological 
resources affected by, or adjacent to, any project; the standard is met.  

9. Contemporary design for alteration and additions to existing properties shall not be 
discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant 
historical, architectural, or cultural material, and such design is compatible with the 
size, scale, color, material and character of the property, neighborhood, or 
environment. (Ordinance No. 2006-137, Section 44.11-5D)  Tuck-pointing shall match 
the existing masonry. Do not use premixed “masonry cements” that contain no lime.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff requests this application for the Certificate of Appropriateness and Funk Grant for the 
proposed chimney repairs to the north chimney located at 4 White Place be approved and that 
$725.00 be awarded to the applicant to cover half of the project costs.    
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Katie Simpson 
City Planner 
 
 
Attachments: 
 

• Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
• Funk Grant Application 
• Itemized Budget 
• Photos  

 


















































