
 
CULTURAL DISTRICT COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 
February 13, 2014 

Creativity Center Conference Room 
 
 

Attendance 
Commission present:  Roger Elliott, Neeraj Joshi, Sherry Galbreath, Mike Kerber, Judy Markowitz, 

Carole Ringer, Karen Schmidt,  Jim Waldorf 
 
 BCPA staff present:  John Kennedy, Tina Salamone, Brandy Maloney, Erin Mangian, Bev Spencer, 

Rodney Stickrod, Eric Veal,  Jocelyn Whikehart 
 
 
Meeting opened at 7:30 a.m. by Chair, Jim Waldorf.  Roll Call taken.   Previous minutes approved with 
a motion by Elliott and second by Schmidt 
 
 
Review of recent activities and events 
 
Commissioners and staff received a BCPA Commission Report highlighting January’s activities.  
Salamone thanked Veal for his compiling the report.  Salamone noted that there have been some 
challenges - predominately the weather.  Salamone thanked Veal for checking and ensuring area parking 
lots were cleared of snow and thanks to Bobby Moews and his crew for their extra work in clearing lots.   
She also reported that in addition to great BCPA performances, terrific events were held in January.  An 
Arts Partners reception was held after Hello Dolly!, where cast, crew and the band also attended.  
Hubbard Street 2 hosted dance masterclases at Metcalf and Illinois State University and held a lighting 
and technical design Masterclass on the BCPA stage. ISU’s tv-10 was present for the Blues Brothers 
show, where they filmed in the lobby and backstage.   
 
First Friday - Tour de Chocolate: Salamone reported the event, with 328 in attendance,  went very well.  
It was a true team effort by BCPA staff and a lot was learned.  The DBA was very happy with the 
chocolate competition held in the Ballroom; we will be hosting again next year. 
 
Salamone is working on booking the 2014-15 season.  This should be wrapped up by end of February.   
 
501c-3 Update 
 

Waldorf has received Salamone’s adjustments.  He will get the necessary paperwork to the attorney.  
Kerber inquired as to how long the process will take.  Waldorf responded he was not completely certain, 
and that it may be up to six months. 
 
SchoolSculptures 

Salamone reminded Commissioners actor/artist Kevin Reese will be here April 14-17 for the 
SchoolSculptures Program.  Veal reported we are seeking a variety of classes to come to the Creativity 
Center to participate; any ideas from Commissioners of possible classes are welcome.  Although the 
project can work well with any age group, the optimal age range are those in 4th to 6th grade.  He added 
there is no fee to participate and stressed it is very important to include a diverse group of students - this 
is an opportunity not only for those already on an artistic path.  There are also intern opportunities  



 

available. Veal asked Commissioners to visit schoolsculptures.com for additional information.  He will 
send more information as he receives it. 

Salamone noted Kevin Reese will perform at the BCPA on Thursday, April 17 at 7:30 pm.  The plan is 
for ticket prices to be $5-$7, with those who participated in the workshops allowed to see the show for 
free.  The mobiles will be hung in the BCPA lobby and sold as a fundraiser.  She added that this will be 
a good tool to promote the Creativity Center.   

 
New Business 
 

Salamone reported there was a very positive meeting with staff and Farnsworth regarding the Creativity 
Center; the architects were very excited about Stickrod’s design concept for the façade.  Stickrod noted 
their reaction was wonderful and added they are also wanting us to help with the design; it will be a 
collaborative effort.  He added the architects agreed that the way to proceed with the interior is to work 
in phases, and that it will not increase costs to move forward with this plan.  Additionally, areas will still 
be usable as we move through the renovation stages, and we will not loose as much financially in the 
duct work as was previously reported to the Commission.  Salamone added that we should be able to 
start the renovation now.  Commission was very excited about the façade and renovation plan. 
 
 
Other 
 

Stickrod reported Jim Martin wrote a grant to upgrade stage lighting, which resulted in a $2,000 award. 
 
Waldorf reported Wells Fargo will sponsor a performance for the 2014-15 season. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned, 8:15 am. 

 






