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For Immediate Release: June 7, 2023 

Warrant/Gun Arrests 

  
Bloomington, IL - On Wednesday, June 7, 2023, at approximately 11:30 a.m., Tovante Starnes was 
arrested in St. Petersburg, Florida on a McLean County, Illinois warrant related to the shooting of a 
juvenile female (17). The shooting took place on May 11, 2023, in the 1800 block of East Empire Street 
in Bloomington where the female sustained serious, but non-life-threatening injuries. Starnes was 
wanted on a $500,000 warrant for an Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm. Starnes was apprehended in 
coordination with NPD's liaison with the Great Lakes Regional Fugitive Task Force (GLRFTF) and the 
Florida Caribbean Regional Fugitive Task Force. 
 
Arrested was TOVANTE STARNES, 19, M, Bloomington 
 
-AGG UUW/LOADED/NO FCCA/FOID - 720 ILCS 5/24-1.6(a)(1) 
-RECKLESS DISCHARGE OF FIREARM / ENDANGERS - 720 ILCS 5/24-1.5(a) 
-RECK CONDUCT/GREAT BODILY HARM - 720 ILCS 5/12-5(a)(2) 
-AGG UUW/PERSON/<21 - 720 ILCS 5/24-1.6(a)(2) 
 

The circumstances behind this incident are still pending investigation. Anyone with information should 

contact the Detective Jake Law at 309-434-2527, jlaw@cityblm.org. 

 

Chief Jamal Simington added, "It is very unfortunate the victim of this incident will forever be marked by 

the pain and stress after being shot. I applaud the efforts of our patrol officers and detectives, Normal 

Police Department, the GLRFTF, and the Florida law enforcement agencies, along with BFD paramedics 

who were involved in the response and criminal investigation. I'm glad we are able to bring the alleged 

offender before the court while in pursuit of justice for the victim and her family." 

 

### 

 

If you wish to submit a tip and remain anonymous, please contact the Crime & Intelligence Analysis Unit 

(CIAU) at (309)-434-2963 or email CIAU@cityblm.org.  

 

The CIAU office is staffed from 8am-4:30pm, weekdays. If no one is available to answer your call, please 

leave the information on the voicemail or send it by e-mail. 
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