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By EMILIE KREBS nomic hardship if property owners c
Pantagraph staff do not have the money to renovate
property to historic standards. ByJ

Tax credits and property tax pu,o o ineare e necessary to P
breaks for renovation of historic
properties in Bloomington would get a building permit. Without the 4
be commonplace in a proposed law xr(r;:)l:; T U UL SRS
recommended yesterday by the % vi
Bloomington Planning Com- Maurer said the planning com- 1
mission. mission ish"r:rexl:lug a prealervaﬂon 1o

czar" in the new preservation com-

However, the proposed law drew (. ™ 1 i el:s voliatery con Cd
mixed opinions from city residents i tig
living in historic districts il SUIN TRREERD) L Gl g

¥ : jected to language in the proposed 1

The rough spot in the proposed jaw that leaves only one avenue of
law, and the one that brought ob- appeal — the circuit court. ;ﬂ
jections from property owners in " a
the historic Franklin Park area, is Fifining Comprssion s megiers Wi

agreed with his appeal complaint '
that property owners who plan to 0

and changed a clause in the law C
renovate must comply with man- .. "oyl allow appeals to the
datory strict standards of historie City Council if four of the seven T
renovmo.n. of - preservation commission members b

The City Council will make a  deny either certificate. :n
final decision on the issue at its 3

4 & ; In connection with the preserva-
;eeung beginning at 7:30 pm. Dec.  yjon oy the planning commission

# also recommended rezoning sever-

One resident, Tim Maurer, 305 E.  al areas in the city that have his- F!
Chestnut St., cautioned planners to  toric designations. fe
avoid making a law “that is bigger bg
than we need.” All the areas would retain their :'

ion,

Harold Hungerford, 310 E. historic and cultural cl:_nsslﬂcal 5
Walnut St, is president of the ld“" “'.m;? i."m'};'“e "}E'r basichuse &
Franklin Square Association, fa- thill-l‘bl dm B izgn ::ignl sucl o “sp)
vors the proposed law. He said vol.  Public lands or residential zoning.
untary compliance with the new Among areas that were recom- mj
law doesn't make sense. Speaking  menged for the multiple zoning Sﬂ
for some of the association’s mem-  grq the Franklin Park residential
bership, he said, “We want str-  arap anq the park itself, the Julia
ingent requirements and man- Vrooman home, the Ewing b
datory restrictions” in _order to Museum of Nauuns‘ 805 E. Front P4
have historically accurate renova- St., the David Davis Mansion and. b
tion work done. the McLean County Courthouse 10

Rev. Charles Hartman, 302 E. square. h
Walnut St., said the new law would
commit him “to a lot | cannot fore- " -
see. | feel uneasy about it." He said In other business
the law may create a “good deal of ~ The commission also:
resentment” among Franklin Park — Recommended to the City
residents. Council that a petition be denied

With the new law in place, prop-  Fequesting a change in city code to
erty owners who renovate income.  'équire screening of either trees, B
producing property will be eligible ;‘;‘r‘lfhs “‘rd“ !?I"W helwfend"é':ﬂ L
for a tax credit of up to 25 percent rive residential property an
and those who renovate the houses  Stréet manufacturing property L
they live in will be eligible for a . T
total of 12 years of property tax Kenneth Emmons, principal h
relief. planner for Bloomington, said a -

i J . harrowly-defined law such as that

The law would establish a seven- |,y probably be viewed by the |
member Bloomington Historic colrts ar “‘arbitrary and
Preservation Commission that ey 3
would have full power to allow ¥ o
developers to obtain building per Elainecs/ave askingIthe counell :
mits from the m"‘:' to return the request to them fora

The nreswvalqu commission ]lublll' hl‘ﬁl’il\g and recommenda- b
would issue certificates of ap-  tjon as required by law. Emmons
propriateness if renovation plans said a change in city code should
met guidelines that closely fol-  he bread-based and suggested a re- l_'
lowed standards of the US. Depart-  quirement that a fence be installed  *
ment of the Interior before any new business develop

The' preservation commission ment occurs on lots abutting resi-
would also issue certificates of eco-  dential property. :
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