
 
 

 

Media Contact:  

Officer Brandt Parsley 

Bloomington (IL) Police Department 

Desk: (309)-434-2355 l Fax: (309)-829-0662 l Email:Police@cityblm.org 

 

Jamal A. Simington - Chief of Police        305 S. East Street 
Paul D. Williams - Assistant Chief        Bloomington, IL, 61701 

Kenneth A. Bays - Assistant Chief        309-820-8888 

Chad E. Wamsley - Assistant Chief           
 

For Immediate Release: January 27, 2023 
 
 

Chief Simington Addresses Memphis Police Video 
 

Bloomington, IL As the Bloomington Chief of Police, and a 32-year member of the law enforcement profession, I am 

appalled by what I witnessed in the video which allegedly resulted in the death of Tyre Nichols at the hands of Memphis 
Police Officers. The men and women of our police department feel the same way. We are saddened for the Nichols' family 
and friends, as well as for the city of Memphis. The excessive use of force by those officers was abominable.  
 
The noble profession of police service is fragile and is negatively impacted by any police officer's inability to support the 
oath each of us take to serve our communities, businesses, and residents. This is another deplorable event in this country 
that brings significant harm to a profession which has tremendous responsibility to appropriately serve and protect the 
communities. These officers failed to uphold the trust expected of them. I am elated to know the Memphis Police 
Department and prosecutors acted swiftly to address the officers' misconduct. Honesty, integrity, reverence for law, 
professionalism, respect for human dignity, and commitment to service are the Bloomington Police Department's 
Values.  The Bloomington Police Department is also committed to the NAACP and Illinois Association of Chiefs 
of Police's Ten Shared Principles, which include we value the life of every person and consider life to be the 
highest value and all persons should be treated with dignity and respect.  
 
I understand the community will share our outrage at the Memphis Police Officers' alleged illegal conduct.  I would ask the 
public to express any disappointment responsibly and know the Bloomington Police Department aims to surpass 
expectations of those we serve in this community. This includes treating everyone with dignity.  You have our commitment 
that the members of the Bloomington Police Department have pride in our work with community members to solve crime 
and other problems in this city. 

 
 

### 
 

If you wish to submit a tip and remain anonymous, please contact the Crime & Intelligence Analysis Unit (CIAU) 
at (309)-434-2963 or email CIAU@cityblm.org. The CIAU office is staffed from 8am-4:30pm, weekdays. If no one 
is available to answer your call, please leave the information on the voicemail or send it by e-mail. 


