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Project Name:

BUILD - Informational Form

Hamilton Road Connection Project

Project Contact Information:
(Name, Phone, e-mail):

Luke Thoele, PE
309-434-2437

Ithoele@cityblm.org

Project Location (County): McLean

Project Location (Municipality): |Bloomingt0n
tat te /R tative District:

State Senate / Representative Distric 44/88

Congressional District: [18

Project Limits:

The project begins at the intersection of Hamilton Road and Bunn Street, and the project ends

Modal Identity of Project (E.G. Highway or

Bridge, Transit, Rail, Intermodal, Other etc..)

at the intersection of Hamilton Road and Morrissey Drive (US 150).

Urban arterial and multi-use trail

Project Description: (Also identify if this
project is a Rural Project or Small Project)

The City of Bloomington will use BUILD funding, combined with innovative local funding, to
cross the Norfolk Southern Railroad and complete a 7.2 mile, four-lane, east/west arterial

Project Status:

roadway on the south side of the city. See Figure 1 for the project location. Historically, the
existing Norfolk Southern Railroad storage facility and associated right-of-way have been a
barrier to completing the connection. With the relocation of the storage facility and
construction of this section of Hamilton Road, east/west mobility will be improved by providing
better route continuity. Hamilton Road will connect homes located on the southwest side of
the city and rural communities south of the city with a more direct and safer route to State

Farm campuses, parks, schools, and other places of business along Commerce Parkway and
Hamilton Road.

1. Why do you feel this is a good project

for the state? What mobility, economic
development, community or other
benefits will the project deliver?

The phase 1 is expected to be complete in early August 2019. The remainder of the project
has secured federal funds and scheduled to go to letting in Fall 2019/Winter 2020.

With the opening of this Hamilton Road (Bunn Street to Commerce Parkway) link, the city-wide travel
demand model (TDM) shows that traffic will immediately migrate to Hamilton Road. The completion
of the arterial street will benefit area travelers by saving an estimated 19,710 hours and 530,710 miles
each year. Safety on the surrounding roadway network will be improved with the closure of the
Rhodes Lane and Morrissey Drive (U.S. Route 150) intersection, which has been on the 5% high crash
location issued by the Illinois Department of Transportation. The improvement of the roadway
network will provide better access to additional land area between the Norfolk Southern Railroad,
Bunn Street, and Rhodes Lane. The improved access will promote infill development in lieu of urban
sprawl. Finally, the closure of the 3,000-foot gap in the Constitution Trail will provide a safe
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Has a proposed NEPA Class of Action
been determined for the project? (i.e.
EIS, EA, CE)

BUILD- Informational Form

The project is being processed as a federally approved CE. Design approval will be obtained
in early August per a recent coordination meeting.

Explain the project's regional or national
significance.

An expected outcome of the project is to improve the long-term efficiency and reliability in
terms of movement of goods and workers. As of today, State Farm Insurance employees

Explain how this project meets the US
DOT's "Merit Criteria". For BUILD: See
page 2 https://www.transportation.gov/
sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/391/
fy-2019-build-nofo-fr.pdf

Has an engineering estimate been done
to determine project costs?

experience significant delays during their commutes to work. The viability of State Farm
Insurance and their employees is critical to the local economy of the city and the county as a
whole.

In addition, increasing capacity on the roadways within the project area is critical to fostering
the continued private development of this area. The area’s existing transportation system
inhihits develonment. The citv’s Feconomic Develonment Denartment estimates that hv

State of Good Repair

current vulnerability in the street system in this area of the City is that the roadways operate
in an over-capacity level of service. During peak hours, levels of service are not conducive to
efficiently moving traffic in this corridor. The vulnerability in the system will result in quicker
roadway degradation and shorter pavement life cycles.

he existing inadequacies in the roadway capacity also extend into opportunities for
development in the area. If the capacities of the roadway are left un-improved, the likelihood
of development in this area is limited.

he proposed project will improve the efficiency of the existing roadway network by removing
capacity constraints caused by lack of lanes and comfort on Rhodes Lane and other

rnanwave that cania Qtata Carm Inciiranra Tha avnancinn nf tha tranenartatinn evictam

Total Project Cost and Breakdown of
Funding Types (BUILD amount,
Additional Federal, State, Local Match):

Yes

Is this project part of a phased project?
If so, which phase is it?

July 2019
*Total Cost: $7.75 million

*BUILD Funds: $5.325 million (68.7%)
*|CC Grade Crossing Closure Funds: $0.1 million (1.1%)
«City of Bloomington Funds: $2.325 million (30.0%)

Has Project Received Prior Federal
Funding? Explain or list:

The construction of Hamilton Road from Fox Creek Subdivision to the State Farm South
Campus has been phased in over decades. This is the final phase.

Has the project been previously
submitted for a BUILD grant or any
other Federal grant? Explain or list. If
known, provide reason(s) why the
project wasn't selected.

The project has received federal funding for the land acquisition and phase 2. Additionally,
federal STU money has been obtained for construction. If awarded, the BUILD Grant would
replace the STU funds. Other portions of the Hamilton Road construction have been funded
with STU funds.

The project was submitted for TIGER VI and FASTLANE.

Please share your application with IDOT once it has been submitted. Applications can be sent to: Shawn.Wicockson@illinois.gov Phone (217-557-1762)
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	Text3: McLean
	Text4: Bloomington
	Text5: 44/88
	Text6: 18
	Text7: The project begins at the intersection of Hamilton Road and Bunn Street, and the project ends at the intersection of Hamilton Road and Morrissey Drive (US 150).  
	Text8: Urban arterial and multi-use trail
	Text9: The City of Bloomington will use BUILD funding, combined with innovative local funding, to cross the Norfolk Southern Railroad and complete a 7.2 mile, four-lane, east/west arterial roadway on the south side of the city.  See Figure 1 for the project location.  Historically, the existing Norfolk Southern Railroad storage facility and associated right-of-way have been a barrier to completing the connection.  With the relocation of the storage facility and construction of this section of Hamilton Road, east/west mobility will be improved by providing better route continuity.  Hamilton Road will connect homes located on the southwest side of the city and rural communities south of the city with a more direct and safer route to State Farm campuses, parks, schools, and other places of business along Commerce Parkway and Hamilton Road.  

The project is considered rural by the USDOT.  

Multi-modal transportation will be improved by constructing a branch of Constitution Trail.  The proposed branch of Constitution Trail connects sections of the trail system that follow existing sections of Hamilton Road and trails that meander through the State Farm South Campus to park facilities.  

Building the 3,000 feet of arterial street and crossing the Norfolk Southern Railroad will also promote more sustainable infill development, reduce traffic volumes on nearby congested streets that would otherwise require widening, and allow for the closure of the intersection of Rhodes Lane and Morrissey Drive (US 150) near the Morrissey Drive at-grade crossing with Norfolk Southern Railroad.  

	Text10: The phase 1 is expected to be complete in early August 2019.  The remainder of the project has secured federal funds and scheduled to go to letting in Fall 2019/Winter 2020.  
	Why do you feel this is a good project for the state What mobility economic development community or other benefits will the project deliverRow1: With the opening of this Hamilton Road (Bunn Street to Commerce Parkway) link, the city-wide travel demand model (TDM) shows that traffic will immediately migrate to Hamilton Road.  The completion of the arterial street will benefit area travelers by saving an estimated 19,710 hours and 530,710 miles each year.  Safety on the surrounding roadway network will be improved with the closure of the Rhodes Lane and Morrissey Drive (U.S. Route 150) intersection, which has been on the 5% high crash location issued by the Illinois Department of Transportation.  The improvement of the roadway network will provide better access to additional land area between the Norfolk Southern Railroad, Bunn Street, and Rhodes Lane.  The improved access will promote infill development in lieu of urban sprawl.  Finally, the closure of the 3,000-foot gap in the Constitution Trail will provide a safe connection of a multi-modal trail between a major center of employment (State Farm Insurance) and existing park and residential areas. Taking into account these factors and the 7% discount rate, the benefit-cost ratio is 1.53.

Project advantages will include:
Safer, easier roadway travel, especially at the U.S. 150/Rhodes Lane/NSR confluence.
Reduced traffic load on the Interstate 55 Business (Veterans Parkway).
More efficient transit connections
Expanded transportation options from completing the Constitution Trail connections
New links to recreational facilities and parks
Increased economic development opportunities
Enhanced future access opportunities for rural residents

	Text18: The project is being processed as a federally approved CE.  Design approval will be obtained in early August per a recent coordination meeting.  
	Text17: An expected outcome of the project is to improve the long-term efficiency and reliability in terms of movement of goods and workers.  As of today, State Farm Insurance employees experience significant delays during their commutes to work.  The viability of State Farm Insurance and their employees is critical to the local economy of the city and the county as a whole.

In addition, increasing capacity on the roadways within the project area is critical to fostering the continued private development of this area.  The area’s existing transportation system inhibits development.  The city’s Economic Development Department estimates that by constructing this portion of Hamilton Road, over 235 acres will be better positioned for  private development.    In the attached project economic benefit memorandum,  four sites in the vicinity of the project area are examined where development is  likely being depressed because of a lack of mobility along the Hamilton Road corridor.  The completion of Hamilton Road would alleviate some of the associated transportation problems ().  The memorandum states that development of vacant sites adjacent to the proposed Hamilton Road connection would generate additional property taxes and sales taxes.  The memorandum also explains that home prices on the southwest side of Bloomington  are depressed  due to lack of access to retail opportunities which the proposed project may help spur to fruition.    
The proposed improvements will provide multi-modal connections from centers of employment to adjacent land uses, including residential, retail, recreation, and education.  The multi-modal connections will improve economic mobility in the area which is identified by the USDA as a food desert.  

	Text16: State of Good Repair
 current vulnerability in the street system in this area of the City is that the roadways operate in an over-capacity level of service.  During peak hours, levels of service are not conducive to efficiently moving traffic in this corridor.  The vulnerability in the system will result in quicker roadway degradation and shorter pavement life cycles.  
he existing inadequacies in the roadway capacity also extend into opportunities for development in the area.  If the capacities of the roadway are left un-improved, the likelihood of development in this area is limited.
he proposed project will improve the efficiency of the existing roadway network by removing capacity constraints caused by lack of lanes and comfort on Rhodes Lane and other roadways that serve State Farm Insurance.  The expansion of the transportation system proposed with the Hamilton Road connection will be partially offset by taking portions of Rhodes Lane out of operation.  The improvement of Hamilton Road will reduce the overall Network Travel Time by approximately 19,710 hours and 530,710 miles each year.  In addition, traffic volumes on Veterans Parkway (I-55 Business), Ireland Grove Road, and Empire Street (IL 9) are expected to decrease by approximately 7-15%, which helps reduce the need for roadway widening projects on those facilities.  
conomic Competitiveness
n expected outcome of the project is to improve the long-term efficiency and reliability in terms of movement of goods and workers.  As of today, State Farm Insurance employees experience significant delays during their commutes to work.  The viability of State Farm Insurance and their employees is critical to the local economy of the city and the county as a whole.
n addition,  increasing capacity on the roadways within the project area is critical to fostering the continued private development of this area.  The areas existing transportation system inhibits development.  The citys Economic Development Department estimates that by constructing this portion of Hamilton Road, over 235 acres will be better positioned for  private development.    In the attached project economic benefit memorandum,  four sites in the vicinity of the project area are examined where development is  likely being depressed because of a lack of mobility along the Hamilton Road corridor.  The completion of Hamilton Road would alleviate some of the associated transportation problems ().  The memorandum states that development of vacant sites adjacent to the proposed Hamilton Road connection would generate additional property taxes and sales taxes.  The memorandum also explains that home prices on the southwest side of Bloomington  are depressed  due to lack of access to retail opportunities which the proposed project may help spur to fruition.    
he proposed improvements will provide multi-modal connections from centers of employment to adjacent land uses, including residential, retail, recreation, and education.  The multi-modal connections will improve economic mobility in the area which is identified by the USDA as a food desert.  
ivability
n 2015, the city adopted a new Comprehensive Plan.  Several goals and policies that were part of the document were related to transportation and land use/growth that will promote livability ideals.  The stated goal of transportation in the city is to provide a “system of safe, reliable and efficient modes of transportation for the movement of people and goods that is context sensitive and supports other elements.”  One of the goals that the city stated for growth is that development should be “compatible with and complementary to adjacent land uses”.  In addition, the Comprehensive Plan stated a policy to “promote redevelopment and infill development within the existing community”.  
he proposed project will implement portions of the 2015 Comprehensive Plan on several levels.  First, the increase in roadway capacity will add reliability and efficiency to the transportation system.  With the completion of Constitution Trail being included in the project, an alternative mode of transportation will be facilitated and will provide a critical link between residents and key recreational assets.  By increasing the capacity of the roadway network, areas of development will be opened up adjacent to the project corridor.  The construction of the roadway will encourage the stated goal of redevelopment and infill development.  
Environmental Sustainability
fficient modes of transportation are vital to providing a system that will be environmentally friendly and sustainable.  The proposed project will significantly reduce congestion and thus will improve energy efficiency, reduce energy use, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality.  The TDM estimates that over 19,710 hours and 530,710 miles each year will be saved due to the improved efficiency.  This travel time savings equates to reductions in CO2, NOX, and PM emissions.  The table below shows the reduction in emissions.  
Table 4  Emission Reductions
  
he project will provide improved access to other modes of transportation and the health benefits provided to those that choose to walk and bike along Hamilton Road.  The gap in the Constitution Trail between Bunn Street and Commerce Parkway will be closed and a multi-modal connection between the State Farm campus and residential and park areas will be provided.  The presence of the connected trail will provide for easier access to the trail and reduced impacts on the environment.  
During the environmental documentation process, wetlands were identified near the proposed at-grade crossing with the Norfolk Southern.  The project design team has identified solutions to mitigate the impact to the wetlands by maintaining the existing resource in its current condition and location.  
Safety
he proposed project will provide a safe, connected, accessible transportation system for multi-modal movement of goods and people.  By increasing the continuity and capacity of Hamilton Road, the additional traffic that it can handle will consequently increase the service life on adjacent roadways (i.e. Veterans Parkway, Ireland Grove Road, and Empire Street).  Hamilton Road will be designed as an arterial street with traffic signals in order to convey design level traffic and reduce traffic volumes on adjacent streets.  All these factors will increase safety.  The proposed improvements on Hamilton Road are the final piece of the 7.2 mile east/west arterial street that will extend from Fox Creek Subdivision to Hershey Road.  The project will also connect the Constitution Trail along this segment of roadway.  
n additional safety benefit of the proposed improvement is the elimination of the intersection of Rhodes Lane and Morrissey Drive.  This intersection is located approximately 50 feet from the at-grade NS Railway crossing.  This intersection is one of the more dangerous in the City and will no longer be necessary.  This will also mitigate congestion at the Morrissey Drive (US 150) crossing by allowing travelers to cross the NS track with lights and gates.
econdary Selection Criteria:  Innovation
ince 2007, the City of Bloomington Public Works, the City Manager and the City Council have embraced a series of “pavement preservation” methods.  Newly, and recently, paved roads are being treated with Reclamite Preservation Seal, distributed and applied exclusively in this area by Corrective Asphalt Materials, LLC. ~This mix of petroleum oils and resins can extend asphalt pavement lifespan by 50 percent.  Hamilton Road will be a part of this innovative program.
 
ecause Hamilton Road will be a continuous arterial corridor designed to safely accommodate traffic as efficiently as possible, fiber optic communications and traffic signal timing and coordination plans will be deployed during rush hour.  The communication system will also allow the pedestrian and vehicular gates at the proposed NS crossing to be incorporated in the operations of adjacent traffic signals.  
The City is also being creative and proactive in their efforts to fund this project.  The current Council and State Legislature have each doubled the local motor fuel tax.  The City of Bloomington Council plans to use these new revenues to leverage bond financing to maintenance projects and the Hamilton Road  Bunn to Commerce connection.
Secondary Selection Criteria:  Partnership
n 2011, the City of Bloomington prepared the “Southeast Bloomington Railroad Crossing and Transportation Study” to review potential roadway alignments, provide recommendation for railroad crossing location and type, and took a cursory look at the environmental conditions in the area.  One of the potential roadway alignments was Hamilton Road Improvement between Bunn Street and Commerce Parkway.  An important aspect of this study was project stakeholder interviews that were held to receive feedback on the proposed project.  The interviews served to understand the needs of those using the street network and to determine effects of proposed street alternatives and railroad crossing types on travel patterns and roadway capacity.  In conducting these interviews, the major project stakeholders were brought into the project in a partnership manner.  The three project stakeholders that were interviewed were State Farm Insurance, Snyder Companies, and Normal Community School District Unit.  Each stakeholder was encouraged to express their opinions and needs for the transportation network.  The result of the interviews was that each of the entities expressed their support for the project.  
he City is working with the Norfolk Southern Railroad on an agreement to allow the at-grade crossing on Hamilton Road and to relocate storage tracks with increased economic development potential.  Through the on-going coordination effort, the City has provided the railroad with design layouts and cost estimates for relocating the storage tracks.  As part of an agreement with Norfolk Southern, the City will voluntarily close two crossings in other parts of the City to increase safety and minimize motorist delays.  The Illinois Commerce Commission will approve the agreement between the City and the NS and provide funding based on the closure of the two crossings.
The City is implementing an innovative stakeholder engagement plan bringing together business, educational organizations, civic organizations, elected representatives and labor on a regular basis to discuss transportation needs and priorities.  This process will ensure broad-based community support for the transportation priorities.  Letters of support for this project will be sent by these stakeholders to Secretary Chao with electronic copies available through the project web site (www.BUILDingBloomington.com).
 
	Text15: Yes
	Text14:  July 2019
·Total Cost: $7.75 million
·BUILD Funds: $5.325 million (68.7%)
·ICC Grade Crossing Closure Funds:  $0.1 million (1.1%)
·City of Bloomington Funds: $2.325 million (30.0%)

	Text13: The construction of Hamilton Road from Fox Creek Subdivision to the State Farm South Campus has been phased in over decades.  This is the final phase.  
	Text12: The project has received federal funding for the land acquisition and phase 2.  Additionally, federal STU money has been obtained for construction.  If awarded, the BUILD Grant would replace the STU funds.  Other portions of the Hamilton Road construction have been funded with STU funds.  
	Text11: The project was submitted for TIGER VI and FASTLANE.


