
Downtown Stakeholder 
Priority Setting Results

Comprehensive Plan Goals and Objectives Review
Conducted September 22, 2016



Downtown Stakeholders Meeting

• September 22, 2016
• Epiphany Farms upstairs
• About 40 participants

Comprehensive Plan

• Adopted August 2015
• Winner: “Best Plan” Illinois; “Sustainable Plan – Silver Medal” Nationally
• About 8,000 “touches” 



(1) D-4.1: Improve and promote Downtown as a clean and safe place.
The group discussed the need for improved safety and cleanliness including 

addressing issues of homelessness and responsible trash disposal.

(2) D-1.2: Pursue catalyst projects that can serve as additional 
Downtown anchors.

The group shared ideas for new uses were shared for both public spaces 
and individual building spaces. Route 66, the museum and the Bloomington 
Center for the Performing Arts were identified as important assets.

Priority Objectives



Priority Objectives

(3) D-3.1: Protect the scale and character of historic Downtown and 
provide appropriate parameters for new development that 
complements its historic character.

The group discussed the importance of maintaining Downtown’s 
historic building stock and authenticity.

(4) D-1.3: Reinvent the Warehouse District.
The group shared ideas for reinventing the Warehouse District 

including making it an entertainment district, an innovation district and 
a focus on the area’s railroad history.



Priority Actions
• D-1.3a: Investigate designation of a special use district, such as an Art or 

Innovation District, to bring renewed focus to the Warehouse District. 
• D-1.3b: Introduce and promote incentives for investment for property owners 

or developers in the Warehouse District. 
• D-1.3d: Encourage and enable alternative business operations, such as pop-up 

businesses, in the Warehouse District.
• D-2.1a: Use City of Bloomington land or street right-of-way to create gateway 

features such as landscaping, artwork, pocket parks, etc. 
• D-1.1h: Continue to develop, promote and provide incentives for property 

owners or developers to reinvest in Downtown.
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Top Priority / Short Term Actions
• D-1.2b Consider other Downtown needs 

during the expansion of community facilities 
currently located Downtown, such as the 
BCPA/Creativity Center and the Bloomington 
Public Library

• D-1.3a Investigate designation of a special 
use district, such as an Art or Innovation 
district, to bring a renewed focus to the 
warehouse district

• D-2.1a Use City of Bloomington land or 
street r-o-w to create gateway features such 
as landscaping, artwork, pocket parks, etc.



Top Priority / Short Term Actions
• D-3.1a Implement the Downtown Bloomington Strategy 

recommendations for a zoning overlay ensuring that future 
developments are compatible with Downtown’s historic 
character

• D-4.1c Establish landscaping standards for parking to manage 
stormwater, provide shade and aesthetic benefit



Top Priority / Ongoing Actions

• D-1.1h Continue to develop, promote and provide 
incentives for property owners or developers to reinvest in 
Downtown

• D-4.1d Address infrastructure issues
• D-4.1e Work with the Bloomington Police Department to 

reduce crime and fear of crime in Downtown
• D-2.1a: Use City of Bloomington land or street right-of-way 

to create gateway features such as landscaping, artwork, 
pocket parks, etc. 



Action Items Underway
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